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MINISTERS  LETTER 

Dear Friends,   

Happy New Year! Yes, this is the beginning of the New Year... again. There 
are several points in the year which are officially ‘the New Year’, and each 
one feels like a fresh start. There are at least three of these ‘New Years’ 
within church life. There is the calendar New Year on 1st January; The 
beginning of the school year and the Methodist Connexional year on the 1st 
September; and the beginning of the church seasonal year on 1st December 
(beginning with Advent and Christmas when we remember Jesus’ birth, 
then moving on towards Good Friday and Easter when we remember his 
death and resurrection). I expect that many of you have other New Year 
points which are important for you personally as well – a birthday, an 
anniversary, and even, for many in professional life, the tax year...  

The truth is that, whilst time marches on year by year, actually each day can 
be a fresh start. This is a central message of Christian faith – in the vision of 
the new heavens and new earth of the book of Revelation, chapter 21, the 
risen Christ proclaims, “Behold, I make all things new.” Even when we know 
that the day has gone badly for us, God’s promise in Jesus Christ is that we 
can be forgiven, and there is always fresh hope for those who trust in him. 
God who created all things is at work in us, re-creating the world, making us 
into that which we are meant to become. These ‘New Year’ moments in our 
ways of measuring time can serve to remind us of this deeper truth – each 
day we are called to work towards this new vision for the world of which 
God has given us a taste through Jesus Christ and by the Holy Spirit.   

This September marks a new beginning for our circuit newsletter. Our 
thanks go to Robert Peumalu for his vision and willingness to head up this 
venture. However the success of this new beginning will depend upon you 
all. You as individuals and churches must invest in the newsletter, through 
contributions; the sharing of events and dates; reading and circulating each 
edition. A Circuit newsletter can be a real gift to us all, I hope we take full 
advantage of it. 

Yours in Christ, 

 Rev. Phil Thomas                                                            



OBSERVATION 

Each night and morning I speak to my God in prayer, 

For He ‘Gave to us His World, with love and care, 

He created the Heavens above and the Earth below, 

He planted out His Gardens then watched them grow. 

 

Trees, bushes, shrubs and flowers flourished under His care, 

The Garden of Eden was for God, a Sanctuary to share, 

So He decided that His ‘Eden’ should be blessed with Mankind, 

This Haven of peace and tranquillity would indeed be a find. 

 

God first created Adam, Later, decided he needed to share his life, 

So He took a Rib from Adam, presented him with a lovely Wife, 

God Gave them instructions “Do not eat from the ‘Tree of Life’”, 

The Devil – God’s Nemesis-thought, npw is the time to create strife. 

 

Adam and Eve whilst strolling, considered God’s warning, not to eat, 

Adam said, “Just be thankful, we do not require any further treat” 

Both took different paths, then the Devil came to Eve to say, 

“Just take a small bite of Apple, for no one is about today” 

 

The foolish Woman gave into temptation, stole an apple to eat, 

When Adam saw her, he gave a sigh! And his heart slipped a beat. 

Whispering softly “Taste my darling” Eve persuaded him to bite, 

To please her he took the fruit, then realised, that it wasn’t right. 

 

With the Devil sitting on our shoulders, his temptations come our way, 

Have we got the moral courage to resist, and combat them every day? 



God provides us with the love and strength, ignore the Devil’s dare, 

Surely this is the reason, we need to speak to God, every day in prayer. 

 

      J.H.D.Lawrence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

DEMONSTARTE YOUR TRUST IN ME by sitting 
quietly in My Presence. Put aside all that is waiting 
to be done, and refuse to worry about anything. 
This sacred time together strengthens you and 
prepares you to face whatever the day will bring, 
By waiting with ME before you begin the day’s 
activities, you proclaim the reality of my living 
Presence. This act of Faith – waiting before working 
– is noted in the spirit world, where your 
demonstration of trust weakens principalities and 
power of darkness. 

The most effective way to resist evil is to draw near 
Me, When you need to take action, I will guide you 
clearly through My Spirit and My Word. The world 
is so complex and over stimulating that you can 
easily lose your sense of direction. Doing countless 
unnecessary activities will dissipate your energy. 
When you spent time with Me, I restore your sense 
of direction. As you look to Me for guidance, I 
enable you to do less but accomplish more. 

             Luke 12:22-25, Ephesians 6:12, Proverbs 16:3 

Jesus Calls 



God Do You Really Know Him? 

by Mike Bennett 

Does God exist? If so, who and what is He? These 
questions are too important for blind belief or scoffing 
dismissal. You can know, and you can know Him! 

Since the beginning of time, in times of trouble, loneliness, worry 
or deep contemplation, men and women have pondered the deep 
questions of life. Why are we here? What does it all mean? Is all 
that we go through just meaningless and futile? Or is there 
something more—something just outside of our abilities to 
discover? 

Throughout history people have contemplated the possibility of 
supernatural beings who hold the keys to the mysteries of life. 

Is there a God? Can we prove His existence? If He does exist, 
why did He create us? Why doesn’t He make Himself so obvious 
that no one could doubt Him? 

What is He like? Can we understand Him? Is He in some ways 
like us, or is He completely incomprehensible to us mere mortals?  

Does He care for us? Does He want to have a relationship with 
us? What does He expect from us? 

The Bible is a book written for us by the great Creator God. In it 

are answers to all of these questions and much more. It is like an 
instruction book for God’s human creation, and it tells us what we 
need to know to approach God and really get to know Him 

 

 

 

 

https://plus.google.com/u/0/+MikeBennett-LHT/about?rel=author
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/is-there-a-god
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible


Dear friends in Christ, 

This is the newsletter for the circuit. I hope to send it every quarterly. 
Below are some examples of what can be include in it. In order it to be 
successful and useful to the circuit members, I would appreciate it if 
you can send articles, testimonies or any items that will be helpful to 
those who read this newsletter. Your participation and cooperation 
will be appreciated. All of you must take ownership, without your 
support I will not be able to produce this Newsletter. 

 

PLEASE SEND YOUR ARTICLES, TESTIMONIES, SPECIAL EVENTS IN 
CIRCUIT AND CHURCHES, etc. to:  rcpeumalu@gmail.com  

 

Examples: 

SPECIAL ADVANCE NOTICES FROM CIRCUIT 

SPECIAL NOTICES  FROM CHURCHES WITH IN THE CIRCUIT  

TESTIMONIES FROM MEMBERS OF THE CHURCHES 

• PERSONAL EXPERIENCE WITH God 

• What does being a Christian mean to me 

• Reflection on their faith 

• Helpful advice which may help other members 

SPECIAL CELEBRATION FROM Church members 

• Special Wedding Anniversary 

• Special Birthday events 

• Baptisms 

• Membership 

• Circuit celebrations 

 

 

mailto:rcpeumalu@gmail.com


FUND RAISING EVENTS IN THE CIRCUIT  

 News about the Charities that the circuit support 

PRAYER CORNERS 

• Individual payer request 

• Prayers that may be useful for members 

• Prayer stories 

News from our young adults and children from the different groups 
run within the churches in the circuit. 

• Boys’ Brigade 

• GirlGuiding 

• Sunday School 

• Any other groups 

Any appropriate stories, poems or testimonies from the young adult 
can be included.  
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